
MAKE JESUS FAMOUS
the other 6 days



WE ARE A GOSPEL-CENTERED, 
MULTIETHNIC, INTERGENERATIONAL CHURCH. 

We love discipleship!
SOUTHWEST

CHURCH



Dear Brothers and Sisters,
Fifty years ago, Southwest Church was launched. Our founders 
envisaged an outpost for the gospel to be shared throughout the 
Coachella Valley. Fifty years later, God has used Southwest to 
bring tens of thousands to saving faith. Thousands of baptisms 
have been witnessed on our campus. We’ve seen hundreds and 
hundreds of marriages inaugurating new families. Thousands 
of children and students have been equipped and encouraged 
through a myriad of Sunday school gatherings, Summer 
Spectaculars, camps, concerts, and more. Dozens of missions 
have been achieved. And because of the generosity of our people, 
tens of millions have been donated to the building up of God’s 
Kingdom to advance the Gospel of Jesus. 

I give thanks to those brave forebears who, back in 1973, dared 
to believe God wanted something special to happen in this valley. 
And we, their posterity, are recipients of this great tradition. Let 
us thank our forebears by believing that our best days are not 
behind us, but rather ahead. The Lord Christ is not nearly done 
with Southwest Church. As we step into our next 50 years, we 
see more salvations, not less. More reconciliation, not less. More 
kids blessed. Not less. More families transformed, not less. We see 
revival ahead!

What follows are the dreams God has directed us to dream for 
his fame and glory in the Coachella Valley and beyond. As we 
chronicle our history, celebrate so many heroes who made our 
church what she is today, and cast vision for what lies ahead, it is 
an honor to present to you the Make Jesus Famous: The Other 6 
Days initiative. 

We’re gonna Make Jesus Famous!

We see a Preschool—we’re going to invest deeply in CHILDREN. 
We’re going to teach them the Bible. We’re going to show them 
Christ. We’re going to come alongside their parents and encourage 
and equip them. We’re going to provide a safe and godly place for 
118 kids whose families want them pointed toward the gospel.
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We see a Counseling Center—we’re going to invest deeply 
in FAMILIES. Sophisticated issues require sophisticated 
support. As we launch this effort, we’re going to see the 
divorce rate drop. The suicide rate will drop. Anxiety in 
our teens will decrease. The weight of stress and fear will 
be diminished. We will come alongside women. We will 
come alongside men. We will come alongside parents 
and help them navigate for their children the disruptions 
surrounding morality, sexuality, gender, and identity. 
We’re going to bring more people to Jesus. 

We see a Pastoral Residency—we’re going to call people 
to invest deeply in LEADERS. Once again, the church 
will call young, emerging leaders to surrender to the call 
of ministry. We’re going to raise up pastors and leaders. 
We’re going to create a pipeline of leadership for the 
future needs of Southwest Church and the needs of the 
surrounding churches in our world. 

Southwest has never striven to be the best church IN the 
valley. We’ve only aspired to be the best church FOR the 
valley. And as you witness our heart to bless others, my 
prayer is that your soul will be stirred to get behind what 
God is doing with your time, talent, and treasure. 

One of the greatest honors we’ll ever know is the privilege 
of serving this congregation. From the bottom of our 
hearts, we are thrilled by what God has done and what 
God is going to do at Southwest. 

Our hope is to raise $2M before the year’s end to unleash 
compassion for CHILDREN, FAMILIES, & LEADERS. 
It’s a lofty goal—but nothing is too hard for God. Your 
prayerful consideration and support of what follows will 
be more than enough. In that we trust. Remember—it 
costs nothing to dream. And everything not to. 

For His Fame and Glory,

Pastor Ricky Jenkins



A LOOK BACK ON
"SLAYING GOLIATH"
Southwest Church was founded on “the gospel.” And not some 
religious feel-good-ism. The word gospel is the English version 
of the Greek term for good news.  And not good news in general, 
ala humanism.  But good news in a very specific, historical sense, 
centering in a person, namely Jesus—and His death, burial, and 
resurrection  (1 Corinthians 15:3-4).

During my years at Southwest, we were very careful to keep coming 
back to that 3-prong message.  Since it is foundational to Christian 
doctrine, I would usually conclude my preaching with a presentation of 
that great truth and an invitation to place faith in Jesus.  God honored 
that, and we had people trusting Jesus on a regular basis.

When I made the move to Southwest, the church owed $11,000,000.  
Needless to say, that was a real “drag” on the ministry.  We desperately 
needed to eliminate the debt.  Since it was gigantic, I thought of the 
Old Testament giant named Goliath and suggested that we call the 
debt Goliath and appeal to the people, including the kids, to “slay 
Goliath.”  God honored our effort, and we slew Goliath in 3 years, 9 
months.  What an accomplishment!  And what a relief!  

As Southwest looks toward the next 50 years, may it be with a 
renewed commitment to Jesus’ directive to make disciples of all the 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that He has commanded 
us, knowing that He will be with us always, even to the end of the age 
(Matthew 28:18-20).

In the ups and downs of that quest, be steadfast, immovable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that our toil is not in 
vain in the Lord (1 Corinthians 15:58).

Amen. 
Sincerely, 

Bob Thune
Bob Thune  |  Former Senior Pastor at Southwest Church
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In the fall of 1971, a group of people 
began meeting for bible study at a home 

in Palm Desert, California. 

Two of those group members were Ivan and Junnie Munson. They 
moved to the desert in the early 1970s and attended the bible study. 

It is their love for the Lord that led them to want others to know Him.  

And a year later, that small group would grow and they would have a 
church service at the Catholic Recreation Hall. 

In February 1973, the articles of incorporation were filed as Desert 
Evangelical Church. The church would meet on Sundays at the Palm 
Desert Community Center. And a few years later, they would change 
the name to Desert Evangelical Free Church.

In January of 1985, Ivan Munson would be part of the groundbreaking 
ceremony on Hovley Lane for Desert Evangelical Free Church. And the 
first service at the new location would take place on December 5, 1985. 

The church continued to grow as they shared the love of Jesus with the 
community. Years would pass as many lives were transformed and the 
gospel continued to go out. Eventually the church would grow and move 
to the corner of Fred Waring and Washington Street in Indian Wells. 

And that church, which began as a small group at a home in Palm 
Desert, is now Southwest Church. 
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Erica Powell Fleischmann, the granddaughter of Ivan 
and Junnie Munson, attends Southwest. She has been 
coming to Southwest since her parents started attending 
in 1983. Being part of the church that her grandparents 
co-founded has left a generational impact on her family 
over the years. 

“My grandparents were always active within the church, 
not only did they have a local business so they knew a 
lot of people, but as the children of the church we knew 
everybody,” Erica said.

Erica said that as a child she remembers how the different 
generations would build relationships and spend time 
together after church. 

“The young generation always knew the older generation of 
people—that’s always something that’s special,” Erica said.  

And it’s that time that she spent with the other generations 
that shaped her. 

“I think for me it’s understanding how God wants me to 
treat others—whether that’s children or adults,” she said.

Over the years, Southwest has continued to grow. 
Whether Erica was coming back from college or living 
abroad, she always had a community here.  

“When I would return to church, I always had a family 
here,” Erica said. “This church has grown so large, but I 
still have the core community of people that I know.” 

Erica Powell Fleischmann and her children 
(Photo Courtesy of Erica Powell Fleischmann)

Ivan and Junnie Munson

Groundbreaking ceremony on Hovley 
Lane for Desert Evangelical Free Church
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And now, Erica has two kids who are growing 
up in a church that their great-grandparents 
co-founded. Her grandparents and parents 
modeled what it looks like to follow Jesus and 
serve others well. 

“My grandparents served for as long as they 
possibly could, similar to my parents,” Erica 
said. “I am in a season now with young children 
that makes it a little bit more difficult—one of 
my passions is music and I’ve been trying to 
serve within the worship team as much as I can. 

She added, “Watching their example and being 
here as much as possible for my children to see 
me volunteering. That’s a great example for them.” 

Ivan and Junnie Munson faithfully followed 
Jesus and because of that, many people have 
heard the gospel and their lives have been 
changed. And God is continuing to use the 
people of Southwest to disciple generations.  

“My grandfather was a Jesus follower,” Erica said. 
“He wanted everybody to know about the Lord. 

Our entire family stayed here and supported 
Southwest through all the hard times. God is 
doing amazing things now.”

She added, “And I think my grandparents would 
be over the moon to see what’s happening now.”

God used a small group that met in a 

Palm Desert home and turned it into a 

place that thousands of people call their 

“church home.” One group's decision 

to follow where the Lord was leading 

them has had a gospel-impact on many 

generations. 

And God is not done yet. 

Process of building 
Desert Evangelical Free Church

The Indian Wells property prior to 
Southwest Church being built.
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A LOOK BACK 
ON 50 YEARS
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September 1971
Bible Study started in a home 
in Palm Desert  

February 1973
Articles of Incorporation filed 
as Desert Evangelical Church

February 1976
First Sunday at Palm Desert 
Community Center

1970s

February 1996 
Groundbreaking for Fred 
Waring property

April 1998
Southwest Thrift Store Opens 
in Bermuda Dunes

1998
Launch Celebrate Recovery 
Ministry

1990s

December 1985
First service at Hovley Facility

April 1987
Name changed from Desert 
Evangelical Free Church to 
Evangelical Free Church of 
Palm Desert

1989
First Vacation Bible School 
at Hovley

November 1989
Name changed to Southwest 
Community Church of 
Palm Desert

1980s
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September 2020
Launch Make Jesus 
Famous Now 

November 2020
First Church on the Lawn 
Service

May 2021
Love Local Launched

February 2022
Discipleship Pathway Launch 
Planted, Rooted, Growing, Going

2020s

January 2000
First service at Fred Waring 
Facility 

2000
Launch of Spanish Ministry 

2004
First Mexico Loft Build
16 houses were built with 200 
people going to Mexico to serve 
by putting the houses together 
in a weekend

2004
Launch of Group Ministry 
at Southwest

June 2008
Debt Free

2000s

December 2017
First Serve Weekend

January 2019
Launch New Mission 
and Vision 

2010s
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PRESCHOOL

COUNSELING

RESIDENCY
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By God’s grace, we are blessed beyond measure. 
For 50 years, Southwest Church has been a beacon 
of hope in the community. As always, we remain 
a Gospel-centered, multiethnic, intergenerational 
church. We LOVE discipleship!

As a church, we’re destined to make Jesus famous 
in the Coachella Valley and beyond! Our church 
began as a small Bible study of faithful believers. 
Fifty years later, the work of the Gospel continues 
to transform lives at Southwest. We want to see 
more salvations. Not less. We want to see more 
deliverance. Not less. We want to see more 
marriages reconciled. Not less.  We want to see 
more people making disciples. Not less. We want 
to see more families healed. Not less. We want to 
see more children won to Christ. Not less. We 
want to see more people called into ministry. Not 
less. More spirit-filled business leaders. Not less.

We now begin preparing for our next chapter of 
ministry: the other 6 days.

The Make Jesus Famous: the other 6 days initiative 
seeks to add three new ministries at Southwest—
all of which are designed to minister to both our 
people and the people of the valley. The three new 
ministries will bless children, families, and leaders:

PRESCHOOL

The ultimate character of a 
people is revealed in the way it 
treats its children. Southwest 

is nearing her 50th year of ministry! We will 
celebrate by blessing the children of our valley. 
We will win children for Christ as we launch a 

Gospel-centered preschool on our campus in the 
Fall of 2023.

COUNSELING CENTER 

Families have endured increasing 
stress and pressure, especially since 

the onset of the Covid-19 pandemic. The past three 
years have revealed an alarming spike in mental 
unhealth for men, women, and children alike. The 
people of our congregation and the people of our 
valley need help. Christian counseling is a tool 
God can use to bring help and hope. Southwest 
is going to launch a Gospel-centered, licensed, 
professional counseling center.

RESIDENCY

Many pastors today are considering 
leaving full-time ministry at rates 
higher than many of us have ever 
seen in our lifetimes. Culture is 

unrelenting, churches are fractured, and pastors 
are weary. In the midst of the chaos, one thing has 
become clear. Leaders need our help. Southwest 
is going to launch a Pastoral Residency program. 
We’re going to raise up pastors and leaders.

What follows is an in-depth look at each of the new 
ministries Southwest dreams of launching. After 
years of prayer and preparation, we believe God 
has called Southwest to act—to meet the needs of 
the community with Gospel-centered solutions. 



PRESCHOOL
The ultimate character of a people is revealed in the way it treats its 

children. Southwest is nearing her 50th year of ministry! We will 
celebrate by blessing children of our valley. We will win children for Christ!

The past few years have been challenging for all of us, but no one felt the 
weight of these changing times more than children. The Covid-19 pandemic 
was a perfect storm with isolation, remote learning, and disconnection 
from teachers and friends. All of these stresses were coupled with the 
uncertainty many of their parents were facing. The statistics, supported by 
extensive data, are alarming. Children of all ages are experiencing record-
high levels of stress as well as developmental, social and academic delays. 

At the intersection of Christianity and education

How can we bless the children of this valley and train them in the 
way of the Gospel?

We believe it is our God-given responsibility to create a Gospel-centered, 
multiethnic, intergenerational and leading-edge preschool. One that 
promises a superior early childhood education built on the foundation 
of discipleship. A place where a true believer’s sensibility to those in all 
walks of life, is instilled from the very start.

Inspired by the Gospel of Jesus Christ, we are creating a safe, welcoming 
and structured environment. We advance our work by hiring Christian 
educators who share our vision for education. We strive to have an 
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GOAL: $600,000

                                  of parents report their young  
child’s academic development 

has been harmed by the pandemic. 
(source: The Hechinger Report)

Nearly

60% 
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It’s an honor to be partnering with Southwest 
Church as we bring a wonderful preschool to the 
campus that will provide life, resource, and 
friendship. 

Michele Stark 

environment where our instructors consistently deliver a profound 
experience to students, at the intersection of Christianity and education. 

Building the Valley’s leading Christian preschool

After years of prayer and discussion, our clarity has come into sharp 
focus. As we strive to uphold traditional values, we see our preschool 
as not only a steadfast source of educational programming but also 
an experience that places God at the center. Based on our founding 
principles, our priority is a preschool that puts our values into action. 

Guided by the heart of the Father

We know that as we form the hearts and minds of children, over 
time, we elevate and transform the entire community. God’s plan 
for our future is to embrace and invest in the next generation. 

As we teach the Bible, we will help children understand what it 
means to follow in Jesus’s footsteps, embrace prayer and worship, 
be a part of a loving community and serve others. And our children 
will know that, beyond all doubt, God loves them.

High-quality preschool programs 
play an important role in 

PREPARING KIDS FOR SUCCESS 
and lead to higher levels of educational 

attainment, career advancement 
and lifelong earnings. 

(source: 2022 State Trends in Child Well-Being,  
Annie E. Casey Foundation)

High quality preschool care has been 
on the decline since the pandemic; 
early childhood educators report 
being more anxious, overwhelmed 
and stressed, all of which they felt 
negatively impacted their ability 
to provide high-quality care and 
education to children. 
(source: metastudy - Edsurge 2021)

THE SOUTHWEST PRESCHOOL WILL:

•  Center on the Gospel of Jesus Christ in 
alignment with the biblical convictions of 
Southwest Church

•  Service 118 Families

•  Be designed with 10 classrooms to 
accommodate children from 6 weeks  
to 5 years.

•  Staff approximately 20 full-time, 
Christian educators

•  Earn a projected $500K in revenue  
that will sustain the preschool and  
fund strategic ministry initiatives. 

•  Open in August 2023

"It’s an honor to be partnering with 
Southwest Church as we bring a 
wonderful preschool to the campus 
that will provide life, resource, and
friendship."             

— Michele Stark

Visit southwestchurch.com/preschool 
for more information.



COUNSELING
CENTER
One of the names given to Jesus Christ is that of “Wonderful 

Counselor.” The term “Counselor” from Isaiah 9 depicted the 
imagery of a consultant who stands in between a person and their 
problem and shows them the way out. 

Families have endured increasing stress and pressure, especially since 
the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic. The past three years have 
revealed an alarming spike in mental unhealth for men, women, and 
children. The people of our congregation and the people of our valley 
need the hope of our Wonderful Counselor—Jesus Christ!

Counseling and connection: a path forward  
and a lifeline

We are seeing the mental health effects with a level of brokenness and 
despair we have not witnessed in our collective lifetimes. It’s across all socio-
economic groups, whether people live below the poverty line or have the 
affluence to access exceptional health care. And though individual mental 
health challenges vary, the shared dilemma is people are at-risk or in pain. 
Counseling and connection offer both a path forward and a lifeline.

Presenting Gospel-centered counseling as a 
ministry of Southwest

We believe that Christian counseling is a tool God can use to bring 
transformation in the lives of His people. We feel called to offer 

GOAL: $290,000

Six in 10 practitioners reported they 
no longer have openings for new patients; nearly half 
(46%) said they have been unable to meet the demand 
for treatment and nearly three-quarters (72%) have 
longer wait lists than before the pandemic. 
(source: COVID-19 Practitioner Impact Survey)
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…demand for anxiety and 
depression treatment remained high 
for the third consecutive year while 
demand for treatment for trauma- 
and stressor-related disorders 
and substance use disorders has 
grown.   (source: COVID-19 Practitioner  
Impact Survey)  

"I am so excited to help with your new 
counseling center.  I can’t wait to see 
it not only meet the needs of your 
congregation, but also show God’s 
love to those in your community."             

— Trey Cumming

Christian, licensed, professional counseling to our congregation and 
community as they walk through challenging seasons of their lives.

And as God reminds us, “I am the LORD, who heals you.” (Exod. 15:26)

We want people who are hurting to know we are here to help and God 
loves them. We will meet the moment with a Gospel-centered counseling 
center, staffed by qualified, licensed counselors who share our biblical 
convictions. Our foundation of services is being developed to offer Gospel-
centered solutions through mental health treatment and services. Our 
counseling center will be located in a private and protected area of our 
building that will provide a safe space for people to find healing during 
difficult seasons of life. With sensitivity and best practices, Southwest 
Church is creating a resource that exists to serve the community. 

Short-term campaign. Long-term solution

Our campaign to build the counseling center is a short-term 
initiative designed to offer much-needed services until the center 
is self-sufficient. Services will be paid for by insurance and, when 
necessary, supplemented by additional funds. More than anything, 
we want everyone who requires counseling services to know that 
just as God loves them, we too, care deeply. 

A Gospel-centered counseling center 
comes to life

The Southwest Church counseling center is being designed to 
accommodate both families and individuals including the very specific 
needs of children and teens. With the power of the Gospel we will see 
parents empowered, kids encouraged, students equipped and lives 
changed. Together, let’s bring to life the Gospel-centered counseling center.

Rates of suicidal ideation are highest among 
youth, especially LGBTQ+ youth. Overall, 

51%   of all youth depression screeners 
                       ages 11-17 reported frequent suicidal 
ideation on more than half or nearly every day of 
the previous two weeks. (source: Mental Health America)

THE SOUTHWEST 
COUNSELING CENTER WILL:

•  Feature Christian, licensed, professional 
counselors 

•  Accommodate every season of life  
by offering counseling to families,  
marrieds, singles, men, women,  
students and children.

•  Service our congregation AND the 
surrounding community. 

Visit southwestchurch.com/counseling 
for more information.



RESIDENCY
My early days in the pastorate were guided by the tutelage of my then 

Pastor and Grandfather, the Reverend Willie Jenkins, Jr. Upon the 
culmination of my training and just before he released me to my first charge 
in Oakland, my grandfather’s commissioning words were, “You now know 
where the landmark is. And you understand how to talk to the old and how 
to talk to the young and bring them together. So, go now and serve the Lord.”

Those few short years invested by my Pastor’s side, coupled with the 
wisdom garnered therein, have not only fueled the past twenty-five 
years of life and ministry for me, but also that of dozens of other pastors 
I have shepherded. For young pastors in the early days of ministry, 
guidance and training from wiser, more seasoned leaders is the essential 
foundation upon which fruitful ministry is built—and as we survey the 
current ministry landscape in America, maybe now more than ever, its 
importance cannot be overstated. 

For young leaders to make it in ministry today, life-on-life mentorship is 
not just essential; it is everything. 

GOAL: $1,110,000

Those who care the most about the future of 
the Great Commission will devote themselves 

to multiplying and sending, not 
gathering and counting. A focus on multiplying 
leaders doesn’t mean we neglect growing 
our own ministries; it just means that we add 
multiplication as an essential element of our 
“scorecard…” The new measure of success is 
multiplication. (source: Dave Ferguson, Hero Maker.)

– Pastor Ricky
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Pastor Ricky in 1979 with his great 
grandfather, grandfather, and dad, 
all of whom are pastors
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Moses’  father-in-law  said  to  him, “What you are doing is not 
good. You and the people with you will certainly wear yourselves 
out, for the thing is too heavy for you. YOU ARE NOT ABLE TO 
DO IT ALONE.” (Exodus 18:17–18) 

Where are we now?

Though uttered just days after the Israelite Exodus from Egypt, 
Jethro’s words speak almost prophetically to the state of pastoral 
ministry today. It is reasonable to assume that those who care for 
the spiritual and emotional needs of people are reeling themselves, 
as those needs have skyrocketed amidst the sweeping disruption 
of 2020. Increasing opposition to the gospel, the lasting effects of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, the pressing demands of leadership, and 
a seemingly unshakeable loneliness we nearly all carry have each 
contributed to the general malaise that hangs over so many leaders. 

It should come as no surprise then that pastors today are considering 
leaving full-time ministry at rates higher than many of us have ever seen 
in our lifetimes. Culture is unrelenting, churches are fractured, and pastors 
are weary. In the midst of the chaos, one thing has become clear. 

Jethro was right. None of us can do this alone.

Where did all the young leaders go?

What’s more, pastoral burnout is not the only issue the Church faces 
in the coming years. The American pastorate is quickly aging, and the 
latest research suggests that fewer and fewer young leaders seem to be 
pursuing a life dedicated to vocational ministry. With each passing 
day, as more and more pastors are either on the verge of resignation or, 
simply, retirement, the potential of an approaching leadership chasm 
becomes increasingly likely. If the Church does not act, who will be 
there in the coming years to steer the ship as she ventures deeper into 
these uncharted, post-pandemic, post-Christian, post-modern waters?

What is God calling us to do?

As a gospel-centered, multiethnic, intergenerational church that 
“loves discipleship,” Southwest is uniquely positioned to step into 
these complex and yet compelling issues.

What if we created an experience that provided emerging pastors 
the training, support, exposure, and lifelong relationships needed to 
flourish amidst the ever-growing challenges of ministry today?

"With your unique blend of 
discipleship DNA, a vibrant, 

generous, and gospel-centered 
ministry culture, and the necessary 

conviction and commitment at 
the highest levels of leadership, 

Southwest possesses an 
unparalleled opportunity to build 
a pastoral residency program that 

will raise up and equip the next 
generation of ministry leaders to 
serve the Kingdom both in the 
Coachella Valley and across the 

globe for decades to come."  

— Josh Weiss

Older pastors are uniquely situated 
(and called) to raise up, train and 
release godly, capable and resilient 
young pastors. (source: Barna)

As of March 2022, more than two in five pastors

42%                     had given "real, serious 
                                       consideration" to quitting 
                                      full-time ministry within
the last year. (source: Barna)



Almost 2 in 3 pastors say 

they are facing stress 
in ministry (63%) while 
nearly half also point to 

discouragement 

(48%) and distraction 
(48%) as ministry challenges. 

(source: Lifeway)

THE SOUTHWEST 
RESIDENCY PROGRAM WILL:
•  Recruit and train young, emerging leaders 

from the Coachella Valley and beyond
•  Offset the educational expenses for 

emerging leaders so that their ministries 
will not be encumbered by debt 

•  Rally a world-class faculty of seasoned, 
veteran ministry leaders who will partner 
with Southwest leadership for training 
the residents

•  Employ a Residency Director and 
Scholar-in-Residence to facilitate 
mentorship and integrate residents  
to life and ministry as a Southwest  
staffer and a ministry leader 

•  Unleash graduating residents to a 
lifetime of pastoral ministry 

Visit southwestchurch.com/residency 
for more information.

What if that space also made room for godly, faithful, and eager young 
leaders to discern their ministry calling, discover the intricacies of 
who God has made them to be, and develop the skills and intuition 
needed to shepherd God’s people with both care and courage? 

What if a group of older leaders, committed to the well-being 
and long-term success of those who would come after them, 
invested extended time pouring into these young pastors?

What if one program could encompass all of that and more, and 
what if we could build it here at Southwest?

We call it, the Southwest Pastoral Residency program.

What is a residency program?

Like medical school residencies allow young doctors to hone 
their craft through the practice of medicine in the “real world,” 
the Southwest Pastoral Residency will give young pastors an 
opportunity to learn ministry while actually doing it.

Leaders from across the Valley (and the globe) will be invited 
to come work as a “resident” at Southwest where they will 
invest a defined season — usually two to three years — under 
the direction of church leadership and a world-class “resident 
faculty” to develop the requisite wisdom and pastoral skills 
that can only be gained through hands-on experience in the 
“trenches of ministry.” Along the way, residents will pursue a 
formal theological education and meet regularly with residency 
leadership to receive the personalized feedback and coaching 
needed to discern the kind of leader God has made them to be 

and the ministry direction He may be 
calling them to go.

Lord willing, in the decades to come, as 
churches are increasingly struggling to 
find leadership to advance their work or 
plant new communities of faith across 
the globe, the Southwest Pastoral 
Residency will yield hundreds of 
equipped, resilient, passionate, and 
faithful young pastors to fill the 
coming leadership void.

Building leaders for a 
lifetime of ministry

Southwest, we believe now is the time.

Now is the time to boldly follow God’s 
call for our church and begin “building 
leaders for a lifetime of ministry.” We 
must learn to contend not only for the 
future success of Southwest Church 
but for the sake of God’s Kingdom.



Visit southwestchurch.com/residency 
for more information.

QUESTIONS? 
Contact Brad Kinney, 

Pastor of Advancement 
at 760.200.2000 or 

bradk@southwestchurch.com

READY TO 
TAKE ACTION? 
For more instructions 
on ways to give and 

how to give, visit
southwestchurch.com/MJF

WHAT'S
NEXT?
The Make Jesus Famous: the other 6 days (MJF) campaign kicks off 

NOW. After years of prayer and preparation, we believe God has 
called Southwest to act—to meet the needs of the community with Gospel-
centered solutions. The MJF campaign is made up of three initiatives: 
Preschool, Counseling Center, and Pastoral Residency. 

•   To successfully implement all three initiatives, we need to raise  
$2 million.  

•   The first goal of $600,000 is for the Preschool. This covers interior 
construction, the California code-mandated modifications, consulting, 
vital staffing, and our new playgrounds.

•   The second goal is $290,000 for the Counseling Center. This covers 
interior renovation and construction of existing space to maximize 
privacy, California-mandated modifications, consulting, and key staffing.

•   The third goal is $1,110,000 for the Pastoral Residency. This covers 
the launch of the residency with five leaders that Southwest will train 
over the next three years. It will also help cover educational expenses 
for the residents as well as cover the forming of a world-class faculty 
of seasoned, veteran ministry leaders who will partner with Southwest 
leadership for training within the residency. And it will cover employing 
a Residency Director and Scholar-in-Residence to facilitate mentorship 
and integrate residents to life and ministry. 

The preschool is the first ministry we will launch upon reaching the goal 
of $600,000. Following the preschool, we’ll implement a much-needed 
counseling center and then launch our pastoral residency. 

Ready to take action? 
As we continue to Make Jesus Famous through these three initiatives, we 
pray that you spend time praying, preparing, and planning financially. 
We ask you to partner with us OVER and ABOVE your regular giving to 
Southwest Church. Ready to go?  For more instructions on ways to give and 
how to give scan the QR code above or visit southwestchurch.com/MJF
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